Film Evaluation
Italics

ALL film titles are in italics (so are book titles, album titles, video game titles, etc…). If you mention a film once, twice or more – they are always in italics.

For example:

Avatar is one of the worst films I have ever seen. If you are looking for a poorly written film with amazing visuals, you might want to consider Avatar as an option. 

Publication

You need to select what publication you are writing for. This is a major difference in this essay. This could be print or online based. 

A publication style will change your tone and voice for writing. The publication will simply be stated under your name on your draft and final draft. Feel free to write for Rolling Stone, Spin, The Onion, Westword, The Advocate (YOUR school newspaper), online sites, etc… If you want something more standard, simply select The Denver Post. If you want to select something more appropriate for your writing style, select a publication that will give you such freedom. You must select a real one though.
Evaluation

An evaluation is just that – YOU evaluating. This is NOT simply a summary of a film. Do NOT write what happened start to finish. Your goal is: defend what you liked or disliked in the film – feel free to use examples – but SHOW why/how you liked/disliked them. You can select acting, plot, direction, cinematography, CG, special effects, hue/tone, music (soundtrack or score), costumes, genre (romance, horror, etc…) and more. Simply select several elements. 
An example:

Joaquin Phoenix’s performance comes off as believable and real while his character navigates through a gritty world. As he guides us, we cannot look away from what is grotesque, haunting and what makes us cringe. There are scenes that are hard to watch at times, but they are also mesmerizing. For example, …

My Suggestions:

Start with a short summary – move into a few elements you like or dislike, and show them to your audience (with examples), and then conclude with a recommendation (and/or rating) of who should see the film and why. Remember: You can love or hate any film – just defend it to your target audience. 
